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The Overman Bill —A Needed Lesson
in Constliutional Law.

‘I'he error of our admirable neigh-
bor (he World seems to centre In the
fdea thnt the fact of the deslgnation
of the I'resident by the Constitution
pe o o noder 1o Chief of the Army
andg N mnkes him Independent of
legistutive action In such matters as
the creation of & War Cablpet or'a
Directorate of Munitions.

If that were so it would be as troe
In time of peace as in time of war.
The President ix just as much Com-
mander In Chief In peace as In war.
The only specifie distinction In bis
powers as Commander in Chlef, as
between war time and peace time,
refers to his command of the mlilitia
of the several Stotes “when called
into the actual service of the United
States”; not at all to his command
of the nrmy and navy of the Unlted
States.

1f that were so, ngain, or If Mr.
Witsox himself thought it mo, e
woulil not now be asking Congreas,
in the Overman blll, for nelw author-
Ity 1o reorgnnize departments and bu-
reaus aml to organize new depart-
ments and now bureaus according to
his unnided judgment of what In nec-
essnry, He would need no such en-
abling legislation.

We invite the nattentlon of our
neighbor to certaln parts of the Con-
stitution which It may possibly have
overlooked while concentrating Its
fuculties upon the Commander In
Chlefl clause.

Nection 8 of Article 1. provides in
the fourteenth clnuse that the Con-
gress shall have power :

“To make rules for the government
and regulation of the land and maval
forces.”’

In the eighteenth clause it provides
that the Congress shall have power:

Py make all laws which shall be
ne essary and proper for carrying into
execrution the foregolng powers [that s,
nil the enumerated powers of Congrems]
ond all other powrra vested by thia
fonatitution in the Goverament of the
U'nited Etates. or in any department or
oMeer thereof.”

Including the unspecified and un-
epumernted powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the I'resident as Com-
mander in Chlef,

There is nothing vague or uebulous, |

ns we think our esteemed contem-
porary will percelve, in this legisla-
tive function of the (‘ongress, pro-
vided andd preseribed by the Constitu-
tion, The World, 1o the amazement
of many of Its friends and admirers,
has recently been advising the Presi-
dent to resist and attempt to nullify
n Ilaw esteblishing n War Cabinet
should such a bilP pass Congress over
hls veto, Tear up forty such laws, It
rells Mr, WiLkox, if in your indepen-
dent judgment they invade your war
powers ns Commander in Chlef.

Instead of muking up his mind to
do that very foollsh and impeachable
thing the President has taken the
only less surprising course of asking
the Congress to trunsfer to him In
hulk, and bodily, as If by a blank
check or an unlimited power of at-
torney, Its constitutlonal functlon set
forth in the cluuses quoted nbove,

We scarcely expect the World to
advise Congress 1o tear up the Con-
stitution [tseif, ns it has been ad-
vising the President 1o tear up laws
enucted by Congress according to the
Constitution.

The Constitutlon contains no pro-
vislon enabling the Legislative de-
partment to surrender to the Fxecu-
tive the leglslative powers concerning
executive agencies defined In the
vighteenth clause of Section 8 of Ar-
tlele 1.

The Overman bill, prepared by the
President or nt his direction amnd sent
from the White IHouse (o the Capitnl,
Is a proposul to Congress to abdlcate
during the pertod of the war and for
onn year after the war, Tt i nimost
invoncelvable that Congress shonld
wieeept the unprecedented  Invitation.
THr BRox has Insisted, and Insisty and
will continue to fnsist, that It is the
duly of Congress tn strengthen the
hands of the President in the eonduet
of the wiur by granting to him every
distinetly specified and properly de-
fined Instrument or ugeney necessary
for the suceessful prosecution of the
grent  ontorprise, This ecall for
blanker powers over the organizatlon
and pegaliution of the depariments
und bureaus is something quite aiffer

%

{ or fundamentally to modify the policy
|lwld tenaclously for a century It

eat, The Overman bill, If ever re-
ported from the Senate Committee on
the Judiclary, should be defeated In
order that our Government maAy re-
main the Government of laws which
the Constitution makes It.

It Is Hard to Be a Drunksrd.

It has long been the commeon bellef
that none could say just at what
point n man became drunk. There
are, however, more definite ways to
determine when a man is a drunkard.
We find them In the new regulations
for the physical examination of
drafted or enlisting men by the physi-
clans of local boards, under the head-
ing “Chronie Alcoholism' :

“The registrant on examination must
show suffused eyes. prominent superfl-
clal blood vessels of nose and cheek,
flabby, bloated face, red or pals pur-
plish discoloration eof mucous mem-
brane of pharynx, and soft palate ; mus-
cular tremor Iin the protruded tongue
and extended fingers, tremulous hand-
writing, emotionalisin, prevarication, suas-
piclon, auditory and visual hallucine-
tions, persecutory ldean.”

The young man who wishes to
evade the draft on the ground of al-
cohollsm must therefore be, In more
familiar If less eloquent language, an
awful thing, a red beaked, pink eyed
bum, a trembling wretch with a cry-
ing jag. o lylng rumhound afrald of
his own shadow and hardly two
jumps In front of the willles. It Is
hardly nccessary for the author of
the rules to add:

“The history or evidence that the reg-
istrant has been frequently and grossly
intoxicated is not of Itself suMeient for
a diagnowis of chronle alcohollsm and
rejection.’”

An analysis of the rejections in
several cities shows that only one
man in two hundred Is rejected for
alcohollsm. Even before the dawn of
prohibition It seems to be hard to be
a regular, blown in the bottle, utterly
useless drunkard.

An Old Doctrine in & New World.

It Is eusy to assume, with satisfac-
tlon or with regret, that our an-
nounced position with relation to the
issues of the great war Involves a
denlal of our historic attitude to the
affairs of the rest of the world. How
can we maintain “splendid Isolation™
while we are sending a million sol-
diers to fight on European soll? Can
we avold the plitfall of “entangling
alliances” by the mere officlal expe-
dient of calling those nations which,
like us, are at war with Germany
our “associates” lnstead of our allies?
Does not the declaration of our Presl-
dent that we shall fight to the end
for such alms as the freedom of Po-
land, the deliverance of oppressed peo-
ples from the yoke of the Turk, the
rectification of the boundary of Italy,
in and of Itself Imply a renunciation
of the Monroe Doctrine? Have we
not given the lie to the solemn decla-
ration of President CrevEraxp, as he
faced the posaibility of war with a
European Power to prevent ita inter-
ference with affairs In the Western
Heémisphere, that the Monroe Doc-
trine “cannot become obsolete while
our republic endures™?

In a time like this wben cosmic
changes are making almost between
two days, and nothing Is as It was In
the years that are gone, It s well
for a people committed to a great ad-
venture to examine with clear sight
and earnest meditation the bases and
the implications of their acta, It Is
not amiss to go back to the sources
and discover just what were the foun-
dation prineciples of their traditional
doctrines, For if we are to abandon

{ should be done with full appreciation
of what we are dolng.

At the opening of the first seasion
of the Eighteenth Congress President
Moxzor addresszed his attentlon to
affairs in Hurope in their relation
to conditions In the Western Flemi-
sphere. In his message appears this
passage:

“In the wars of the Europsan Powers
in matters relating to themselves we
have never tuken any part, nor does it
comport with our policy so to do. It Ia
only when our rights are invaded or
seriously menaced that we resent Inju.
riea or make preparations for our de-
fence, With the movements (n this
hemisphere we are, of neceasity, more
Immediatels connected, and by causes
which must be obvious to all enlight-
ened and |mpartial observers, The po-
Hitical system of the allled Powers s
essentinlly different In this respect from
that of America. This difference pro-
ceeds from that which ex!sta in thelr
respective Governments, And to the de-
fence of our own, which has been
aohieved by the losa of mo much blood
and trecsure, and matured by the wis-
dom of our most enlightened eltizens,
and under which we have enjoyed |.|n-I
exampled felleity, thia whole natlon s
devoted. We owa (i, therefore, to can-
dar, and to the amicnble relations ex-
Isting between the United Btates and
thosa Powers, to declare that we shouyld
conaider any attempt on thelr part te
extend thelr syetem to any portion of
thia hemisphere as dangersus to our
peace and safety., With the existing
coloniea or dependencies of any Euro-
‘pean Power we have not interfered and
nhall not interfere. But with the Gov-
ernments wha have declared their Inde-
pendence and malntain '*, and whone In+
dépendence wa have, on zreat conasidera-
tion and on Just principles, acknowls
edged, we could not view any Interpo-
sitlen for tha purpons of oppressing
them ot controlling In uny other man-
ner thelr destiny by any Europsan
Power in any other light than as the
manifestation of an unfriendly disponi-
tion toward the TUnited States

The unierlylng principles of this
stntement of American polley In ihe
fAirst quavter of the nincteenth century

T

are two: The resenting of Injurles
done to ourselves, and the champlon-
ship of weaker peoples agalnst the
threatened Imposition upon them of
the system of abeolute monarchy.
There is but one limitation upon the
application of the Ilatter principle.
The weaker peoples must be our near
nelghbora.

But these are exactly the prinel-
ples which Inform our present par-
ticipation In the great war. We are
fighting to repel invaslons of our
rights and Injuries done to ourselves:
and we are fighting to prevent the ex-
enslon of the political system of Ger-
manic militarism and autocratic im-
periallsm over the rest of the world.
‘We have put no limitation on the ap-
plication of the latter principle. There
In the one apparent difference between
then and now. But it In more appar-
ent than real. For It Is a different
world In which we move to-day. Tt s
smaller, more compact, more closely
Interrelated. In this day of the world
we rightly osateem thomse to be our
neighbors who, in the terms of the
narable, have gone down to Jeriche In
thelr defencelessness and have fallen
among thieves. Belglum and Poland
and the brutalized suhject peoples of
the Turkish Empire we know in this
twentieth century to be rightful ob-
Jects of our guardianship and our
champloning, Just as truly as the new
republics of our more immediate vi-
clnity were so in that earller time.

Exit the Ambassador.

Amnbassadors ares being abolished
rapldly for the duration of the war,
and perhaps longer., Now comes a
report from Rome that Italy s to
follow the example of France and
Great Britaln by sendliog to this coun-
try a High Commissioner.

The Ambassador, In such a case, Is
elther actually withdrawn or virtu-
ally deposed. He returns home, per-
baps on leave of absence, and never
comes back. The High Commissioner
succeeds to his rank and honors, but
has no time to enjoy them,

Allocation of shipping, speeding up
production, alignment of natlonal pol-
icles and forwarding of supplies are
the tasks to which the High Commis-
sloner buckies down. All he needs
to be Is a first class business execu-
tive. All the assistance he requires
can be furnished by experts, If, how-
ever, the Head Business Man I also
2 discreet after dinner speaker or Is
personally known and popular In
America, so much the better,

As for the regular diplomatic stuff,
now dwindled to an Inconsequential
trickle, the Chargé d'Affaires, at a
small desk In the corner of the big
man's room, can look after that, It
i the Chargé's duty to call on Mr,
Laxaixa twice n week, greeting him
with the polite formuln with which
Cickno opeped his letters: “If you
are well, it is well; T too am well.”

The new diplomacy 18 "shirt sleeve
diplomacy™ of the American kind
that used to be sneered at abroad.
Has It come to stay? Well, If, after
the war, we are to have among the
nations “open agreements, openly ar-
rived at,” the chances o’ o complete
return to the old style diplomacy are
not especially bright.

Pollelng New Jersey.

The Assembly of the New Jersey
Legislature will vote on Monday on
i bill to establish a State constabu-
lary to enforce the law and protect
the people. The measure contemplates
the creation of a body of trained men,
under command of an officer skilled
in police work and free from local en-
mnglements and political control,

Pennaylvania's experience with ts
constabulary has become the chlef ar-
gument In favor of the creation of
such forers in other Stales: If New
Jersey wuuis another encouruging ex-
ample of the good thnt enan be dope
by such bodies, [t can get it from New
York. The constabulury here has
been In active service only nbout six
months, but in no community which
has had the benefit of its ministro-
tions would Its abolitlon be consid-
ered for o moment by any respectable
person, Already Its troopers have
made the rural districis safer than
they were in the past, and lawbreak-
ers of all grades from highwaymen
to sperd manines have come to have
o wholesome respect for I,

1t is particularly desirable at the
present time that the criminal laws
of the country should be Impprtially
and fearlessly applied in nll places.
Local authoritles In small towns and
thinly settled sections  are  not
equipped or traiped to meet the seri-
ous emergencies that may arise at any
moment.  Although the nevi of a
State constabulary I8 nlways appar-
ent, it has become Imperative sinee
we entered the war, and the enlight-
ened lawmakers aof New Jorsey
should put their Rtate In line with
It progressive nelghhors In this re-
nect without delay.

Pulling Together.

The United States, through the De-
partment of Labor, has reached an
agreement: with the authorities of
(‘anada under which neither country
will seek to take from the other labor
necessary to the attalnment of pur-
poses contributing to the attglnment
of victory In the war agninst Ger-
many. Iustead of a rivalry consult-
Ing only the sclfish objects of the
respective countries, there will be in-
giltuted n coopernlive system of dls-
tribution, under which the man power
of the nations will he Intelligently
direeted to ihe work essentlal {o both
of them,

1t 12 plala that unrestricted hidding
for workers hy Canada and the United
Siates would result In wasteful and
unneceasary migrations of lahorers to
the detriment of each. Much time
wonilil v logt and Ireitation wonld be
sure tn result from the luring of men
neross the border In elther directlon
hy  promises  aof abnormally  high
wages, bonuses and the like, Un-
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regulated compet!tion might strip one
district or another of workers, bring-
ing distress to Individuals and serl-
ously obstructing war enterprises.
Buch competition would likewise pro-
duce suffering among men Induced to
leave their homes for temporary em-
ployment at attractive wages which
could be pald only for short periods.

The problem of farm Iabor will be
particularly acute In hoth countries
this season, and the mupply might be
dangerously disturbed by unrestrained
competition. Fortunately, the distel-
bution of workers |s not a new prob-
lem, and its solution through the nat-
ural adaptability of man has already
made great progress here and In
Canada, The workers follow the sea-
sonal developments of the agricul-
tural sections, passing from district
to district as their labor Is needed.
The encouragement of this practice
by the Government has already pro-
duced excellent results, and the co-
ordination of existing agencles to ren-
der it more effective should not he
difficult to bring about.

In this as In other matters con-
cerning the prosecution of the war
there Is no boundary line between
Canada and the United States. The
Interests of the countries are merged
in one common Inter t under the Im-
perative necessities o' war,

How will restriction to two ounces
of bread at each meal affect the qulck
lunch consumers who make a heavy
midday meal on sandwiches? There
are many of them, and their dally al-
lowance has been greatly In excess of
Mr. Hooven's standard.

Benator PoMexExs of Ohlo, chairman
of the suboommittee of the Committes
on Privileges and Elections which Is
consldering charges aguinst Bepator
La FovLusrra, says that body “has very
limited powera” but It Is plain that
no limit has been set on Its power
for procrastination,

Beveral milllons of American citi-
zens rejolced yesterday when they
found the streets wet aod aloppy.

MANS DEVICE, TIME.

For Finlie Convenlence He Interpo-
lates It Into Eternly.

To Tue Epitorn or Tnx Svn—S8ir: Re-
eently the writer contributed an open
letter to Tum SUN concerning an ad-
vance of the legal hour and respecting
the difference between real time and ar-
tincial time, We all know the meaning
of artificlal or common clock time, but
some of us may not wholly understand
the meaning of real or true time.

Of course real or trus time iz ob-
tained from outside of our world, that
is, we observe the firmammental position
of our own mun or of mome other wun
to tell the hour of noon or of midnight
The daily rotatlon of our earth from
west to east apd the vearly revelution
of our earth around the sun are so regu-
iar that man is abis to depend upon the
apparent movements of hix sun In cals
culating the real time of day
the year,

In other words, our sun will be at a
certain helght and In a certain position
amid the aky according 10 the day of the
year., And he always ‘keeps hisg ap-
pointment” to be In exactly a certain
firmamental position at noon, a position,
hpwever, which varien from day to day.
As we all know, noon Is the real time
when our sun's centre crosses the merid-
jan (the highest point that he attmina
during that particular day), and it takes
him tweanty-four hours to return to the
meridian, whose helght and position are
constantly changed by the revolution of
our world around the sun.

Now, sclentifically considered, there
ara three kinds of real time, sidereal.
Apparent solar and mean eolar time, Of
these aldereal tlme chiefly concerns as-
tronomera and apparent solar time (once
known as "trus time") s used very lit-
tle, Thin apparent solar time may also
be called “sun dial time., Lut although
its noon occurs when tha sun's centre
erosses the meridlan, s days vary in
length 50 that it !s unsuited for clocks
and watches. Neither sldereal nor ap-
parent solar time being sulted for every
day business purposes, mean aolar time
was chosen to regulate our watches and
clocks.

Therefore, what »
as “time’ is really wiean solar time, a
mean solar day being the average of all |
the solar daya In one year. By using
this mean or average each day Is of
exactly the same length, twenty-foyur
hours, Instead of varying a few seconds
as would be the case weres we tn employ
apparent polar time. Of courae each
mean solar day commencea at midpight
when the sun Ils crosaing the lower ar
unseen meridian, and containa 1,440
minutes (88,400 seconds), no more, no
less,

Thuk, time, as many of us underatand
it, Is the reault of one complete rotation
of our earth upon its axis. from midnight
t» midnight, or twire twelve hourn Indi-
eated by the revoiving hands of watches
and clocks.  Twenty-four hours equal
one day, and A85'; davs equal A year,
that is, our world whirlsa once whelly
around the sun In the same period of
time that It takes our planet to rotate
about 360 times upon Its axis.

Pul most of us mro accustamed (o
think of tima In terms of wuatch or
clock and not as resulting from the mo-
tiona of our l'ttia earth, And time s
really a local convenlence, a terrestrial
habit, Outslde of our world, amid the
cosmon, time na such ceasex really 1o
exist—there it should be known an eter-
nity ! Cuannes Nevena Honues.

Newron, Mars,, I--bnuur) o

Sunflower Oplimism.
From tha Ewmporia fiazelie

and of

s0 often speak of |

|

Fventually the world may learn ihat a

man can be & Great Genlus without belng
nutty

The Two FAeaded Bird,
When the Huns are hard pressed and in
nend of rest,
An thay arg very ofien of late,
Then Emperur Hill In the Toreground sp-
prars
Preparsd for another debate
Ha covers hin blond spatiersd uniferm
With a vioak of the soft snowy fieecs
O e innocent lamb, and prosents to the
waorld
New terma of & Kalaerized paace

o

But under the cloak hs s gripping the
mword
Unshesthed and atll]l dripping with red,
And undar the cioak he Is hiding the yoke
To alip over Ldherty's head:

Fo wa're keeping our cariridge helts full |

Just the same,
And our gunners alert In thair places,
For the esaglo of Prussin’s n 1wa headed
hird,
And therefore posmcases tws facen
Mixsa lavixa,

I

OIL FOR ALL NIIM.

But the Troudle Is That Transports-
tien iv Insuliclent, -

To tna Enrror or T Sun—~B8ir; Had
your correapondent “J. P. " been gifted
with second sight, hia letter of January
31 might not have appeared on your odi-
torlal page this morning. Under the
heading “We Waste OII'" he commends
Tus Auw for calling attention to *“the
coming fuel famine,” and r
charges “not only are we unprepared
for it but we are causing it by the
grossest, tha blindest stupldity.” Not
only did your correspondent lack fore-
knowledge, butl his peppery characterisa-
tlon of automobile users ma “ssnbeless
wasters’ betrays that “‘senselems’” but
fast dissppearing tendency to consider
all motorista as members of the “joy
riding" elana,

The second sight that he did not poe-
sens would have enabled “J. P, R" 1o
perceive that on page 10 of ths same
feaus of Tim Bun In which his letter ap~
peared would be printed the President’s
proclamation putting handlers of fuel
ofl under license. Thin opens with the
statement: “Whereas It Is not possible
to move our abundant supplies of fuel
oll by reason of the traffic congestion on
our raliroads,” &c, The noccompanylng
statement by the Fuel Administration
concludes with this: "“There now I8
ample ofl for all needs, but thers is not
sufMcient transportation avallable to
carry it from producer to consumer.'

Nething but inattentive reading of his
morning paper—or posaibly a fadlty
memory—howsve:. ¢an bs your corres
spondent's excuse for Ignoring the state-
mont of the Bureau of Mines, to which
wide circulation has already been given,
that “thers will bs no shortage (of fuel)
for all necessary wumea If everybody
does his bit by avoiding waste. Two-
thirds of the gasolene wanted will meet
our war needs for the coming year."

The p of aut bile wuse,
wers it posaible to bring it about with-
out disrupting city transporiation In the
same way that bueiness has been dle-
rupted by the coanl order, would affect the
sltuation unfavorably rather than favor-
ably. The reason for this la that fuel
oll, which alone Is affected by Lhe lateat
priority rullng, Ia a companion product
of gasolene, both being derived jointly
by the refining of crude oll. To stop the
sale of gusolene, therefore, would auto-
matically !nerease the prica of fuel oll
through cutting off one of the refiner's
princlpal sources of revenue. Fuel oll
la needful in the conduct of the war for
oll burning ships, munitlons factories
and many other uses, therefore the dic-
tates of economy charge that the normal
balance of the oil Industry ahould be
maintained to prevent a “senscless” in-
crease in the cost of war gupplies,

The situation in Europe, which llea o
heavily on your correspondent’s mind,
is by no means a parallel with the situa~
tion here, for the nimple reason that tha
milied countriea in Europs are not petro-
ieum producers, but rely on the North
American continent for the bulk of thelr
garolene and oll, It Is the shortage of
ocean shipping, therefore, that has
caused the concentration of practically
all Imporis of petroleum products on
war operations, and so curtilled the em-
ployment of passenger cars for ordinary
uses,

Surely "I . " must credit the Fuel
Administration with very amall Atness

;| for Its tasks If he supposes it has falled

to glve due conwslderation to the effect
of automoblle operation. As a matter of
fact the attitude of the oM=lals in Wash-
ington very plainly indicates that the
motor vehicle !s regurded by the Ad-
ministration as a direct offset for many
of the rallroad difficulties that have de-
veloped so great a hindrance to con-
tinued peace of mind throughout the
country, This Is the reason why no
discouragement was offered for the aec-
customed holding of the automobile
nhows thia year Inetead of looking upon
the automobile as a menace, Washing-
ton feeln that its use In a direct benefit
in relleving the burden of the rullroads.
It “J. P. " really feels that “we,”
himself Included, will not wake yp until
the Fuel Administrator prohibits ““this
utterly useless, nheolutely reckless waste
of oll, petroleum and gasolens,” by the
automobile, let him consider what the
awakening would La lke. Let him for
A moment connider tha sltuation of sub-
way, surface and elevated transit lines
wers every pasrenger automoblle shut
down hy Government order and the
“senselesa wastera” who now employ it
thrown on the tender mercies of Mr,
Shonta! We dn waste oll, but not that
WAy, Wintiam €. PoknTNER.
Nﬂr Yorx, Frhrmr;— B

GEN!ROUS IOHN L.

I His Hand Was .u\un Open for Those
in Trouble,

Ta TH® EptTor oF Tur BuN—Sir; The
idol of our youth, the mighty “John L.**
is dead  Pence to his ashen'

The lam of that breed of fighters of
tha squared circle, as so interestingly
sot forth in Tur KN of Monday, he
fought more for mlory than for pelf. His
readinesns to defend lia title ut mearcely
more than a moment's nol!ce contrasts
strongly  and  slznificantly  with  the
money madness of the so-called cham-
pions of Fimtlana to-day

But of all the generous desds to his
eredit of which the press to-day speaks
nona keema to have recalled one that at
thee time called forth in public and !n
private the highest pralse 1 refer to
hix paying tha hotel bilis and transpor.
tation Boame of the company headed by
thint estimuble and talented lady the
elder Mre. John Direw. when she and
they had stranded In Chicago

1 am eonfident that the countiess ad-
mirers of the man whn kinocked ‘em
out with & blow to tha Jugular (not the
chin) would apprecinte your telling this
story in detajl . A MorrverT,

Hro-\hlv\' February 7

A BRIDGE OF BOATS

'l‘hll Man Seen !lr Mnunn Tdea and
Gioes Him One Better.

To e Fwron or THe SUN—8Sir; The
Worth Tvep Is lexs than a mile wide;

| beyond lies coal.  About New York there
are many car fMoats, some with twe
tracks and some with four. These may

be coupled up end to end and ballasted
o As to make them nearly level.

Very littla anchorage or attentlon hy
tugs would he required If the foats
were #ot with a slight bow agalhet the
tide. ;

When set, run traina of coal across.
The Government without deubt would be
willing to auspend navigation for two
hours, and one hour would ba sufficient
to get somo 40,000 lonm over when
things were working right

G ML Cuare,
Povgukrersis, February 7
A Wisconsin Highway Feat.
Frow the Viesqua Cemany,
Mighway Comminsioner Ristow han

atnrd tha main highwa's ieading from
this ciiv ta be dragged Into Lt country
conslderabie dislances,

THE CHILDREN'S YEAR.

How Bchemeetady Mas Already Begun
the Werk of Baviag Bables.

To Tas Edrron or Tus Suw—Sir; Your
sditorial article of January 31 upon the
“Children’s Year' has besn meat Inter-
ating to us in Scheneotady who are at
premnt sngaged In an effort te make
our coming generation physicaily fit,

The work was undertaksn for what
we consldered two very good reasona:
first, because Improper feeding during
the first decads of life o unquestionably
the cause of a very large propertion of
physical defects such as wers shown in
ths recent draft examinations; and sec-
ondly, becauss the amount of feod
wasted by overfesding and between
meals eating can hardly be overestl-
mated. We hope, therefors, In our war
work to serve a double purposs, the con-
servation of child life and health and
the conservation of food.

The campalgn is being oarried on
along educational lines, beginning with
the pre-natal period and extending well
into the mchool age. Breast fesding will
be encouraged and Inmtructions given to
nursing mothers, Infant fesding will
be jtaught through the existing welfare
stations by demonstrations in school au~
ditoriums of the care of milk in homes
and the proper preparation of Infant
foods, and by a corpa of trained volun-
tesr workers, who will enter the homes
and directly Instruct where practicable.

Feeding during the pre-school peried,
the ages from 1 to 6 or 8, which com-
prises & group too old for the welfare
stations, too young for medical super-
vision of the wchool, s, we hope, baing

hed by educational placards, by Iit-
omun distributed through the scheols
mm in pacicages of druge or
di*s, by frequently repeated
talks Lo pi.unt and teacher assoclations
and other organisations and &y demeon~
strating by modeln the proper foods and
thelr required proportions,

We feel that we have already created
much intersst.

FraNk vaN pER Booet,
Director Child Welfare, Schanectady
Health Department,

Bcnanxerany, February 6,

PORTO RICO’S STATUS

Its Patriotic Devotion to the Uniied
States Invites Study of Itse Wants.

To Tir Evrror or Tus Suw—&ir; The
attitude taken by the Porto Rican people
in defence of American ideals should be
gratifying to all Americans,

The highly patriotic resolution adepted
by the Unionist party In its last conven-
tion, which represents the sentiment of
the entire country, should net be over-
looked by those of our statesmen who,
due to party convenlences and selfish
aimn, hava bLitterly antagonised legisla-
tive acts granting home rule to a people
that by ita Intellectual culture and moral
enlightenmeant is and has always besn
entitled to the prerogative snjoyed by
other citizsens of the republic

Thousands of Porto Ricans are at the
present moment belng trained to go to
Europe to uphold at the risk of thelr
lives the precepts of democracy advo-
cated by the apostie of American liber-
ties, and they are not doing so as the
result of a legislative enactment mmk-
ing the military service ocompulsory.
They hasve done so spontaneously, re-
sponding to the natural Impulse of the
most fervent national sentiment, and
yet Porto Micans, thengh American citl-
sens In mccordance with the provislona
of a Bl which recently pasasd the
United States Congress, are unjustly and
unfairly deprived of the rights bastowed
upon our peopls by our Federal Consti-
tution,

The statement mdo In the pust by
Republican politicinns and advocates of
Iimperialism to the effect that the Con-
stitution doss not necessarily follow the
flag, in just as absurd as If It were
claimed that the holy and sound teach-
Ingm of Christianity do not follow the
Croan. The Crose and the flag are mere-
ly emblems and anywhere they go they
carry with them the moral of the |deals
that they symbolise.

Germanophiles renmtding in  Latin
American countries, who ars amploying
all means within their reach to diseredit
the good falth of the United States and
to convey the ldea that the precepts of
democracy preached by us mre falla-

clous 1] Insincers statements, precon.
celvel with Intent of deceit, dead let-
tern i the code of veracity. are making

capital cuns of the organic law of Porto
Rico, which, while proclaiming the na-
tives of the Island rightful citisens of
the nation, neverthelean deprives tham of
the privileges granted every day to any
iNliterate alien who has enough moeney
to pay his ster~*g= {ransportation to the
United States

It is painful to mes that though Perto
Ricans are American citizens In accord-
ance with the provisions of the law, thay
ure not, however, allowed to elect thelr
Governor. Mo ix appointed by the
Chief Executive of the nation, who can
name for the offica anybody that
pleases his fancy, Furthermore, all leg-
inlative acts #nacted by the Porto Rican
Congresa ars subject to the veto of the
Governor, the Prealdent and the Con-
gress of the Unlted Htates, and that
vato means death to any act of ths In-
milar Legislaturs unleas It mests with
the views of those whomithe law has
Invested with the right of annuliing the
will of that unfortunate people.

The leaders of liberal !deas and ad-
vanced democratic doctrines In  the
United States, Pngland and even In Rus.
nla are in these times of great political
and soclal evolutlons sirongly In favor
of the plebiscite in order that the peo-
ple of small countries may have an op-
portunity of expresaing their views and
nentiments regarding thalr ewn affairs,
and if this humun right Is advocated for
neople who cannot be compared te thes
Porte Nicans, either in an intellectual
or moral sense, 1 cannot understand why
such a fundamental principle of liberty
should be denisd to them.

Thoss thousands of Porte Ricans whe
voluntarily have offered their lives to
vphold Amarican precepls and (deals
may with their cooperation help to re-
deem Helglum, Serbia and Menlenegro
from the yoko of the tywant, but if they
fall in battla while fulfilling thelr nable
cuties, they will carry to thelr graves
the sorrowful thought that they gave
their lives to semire for othera what has
been unjustly vofused to them,

GoNzato O'NpiLe,

New \'mm ‘I-ellrulr} T.

The High Apets,

Kpafard earrespondence Homer Rapubbioss,

Young people returning from a geclal
held at oottt Thursday evaning had peme
difculty, as they ran Inte a large load of
foed and other Lhings toe numereus te
mention

. -
Sticking In o fiond Canse.
From tha MempMa Commercial dppeal

There, iittle Ihrm stamp.
Hiirk like ,

Tilt another Vittla thrift stamp,
Sidies up o yeu

THE PLANS FOR

1 R s S L AAR S R AR i A

DEVELOPMENT OF

THE PORT OF NEW YORK.

Governor Edge of New Jersey Discusses Action by the Interstate Com.

missien te Relleve

-

Freight Congestion.

From (he Roview of Reviews fer February.

The neglected ponsibilities of the
port of New York could not fall to
suggest themselves to far sighted
statesmanship. It was Inevitable that
fts development should be eagerly
sought by State government, & func-
tion of which I8 to nourish and capl-
tali:za public resourcea as well an to
solve social, economic and political
problems. '

Observation of the port of New York
shows growth, not as a result of sys-
tematic Intelligent development but in
spite of the lack of such development.

Enterpriss has been individual. Con-|

structions and extenslons have been
according to a variety of idpas. There
han been no general, uniform plan of
improvement. Consequently,

and frequently added to the congea-

tion, and we have only acratched lho,

surface of commerclal possibliities.

It waa for the purpose of coordinat-
ing these efforta through the adoption
of a uniform plan of port development
that New Jersey sought the cooporl-
tion of the Commonwealth of New |
York to mct jointly In the Institution
and fAnancing of a managing commis-
sion. 1 have no doubt that this com-
misaion will eventuslly acquire all val-
uable commercial waterfront of the|
port. particularly on the New Jersey
side, not with the idea of dlspossean-
ing present holdera, but merely to gain
title In order that waterfront improve-
ments may be along thoss uniform
lines Insuring a maximum of water-
front facllities. In the meantime, the
land would be leassd to present ocou-
pants under terms imposed for the fu-
ture, which would provide for revenue,
recelved elther as rental or tax, being
based on the increased commercial
value of the waterfront as uniformly
improved under public ownership.
First coat of develop/ng natural assets
is merely an investment that must
bring rich dividends in public revenue
and human benefita.

Rellef from traffic congestion will
coms mbout through systemmtization
of freight handling quite as much as
through enlargement of waterfront fn-
cllities. This is another problam for
the Btates to solve in thelr joint en-
deavor supplemented by Federal ald
when necessary.

Why should New York he congested
with freight shipped from other points
and consigned to the West? Why
should manufactured articles bound to
New Jersey and the Bouth from
pointa in the Ess! or raw material
bound from the South to the East pass
through New York and neediessly |
paralyze that city's arterles of com-
merce, badly needed for its own rap-
14ly expanding businesa? Why should
New York business be compelled to

depend on slow and uncertaln river
transportation or the limited Individ-

ual facilities of competing raliroad
linen?

Plainly the remedy lies in a clearing

house for shippers and consignees on
the New Jersey meadows,
be nothing more than a glgantic freight
yard, reached by ail of the rallroad
lines entering New York through con-
necting rallroads and linked to New
York bv traffie tunnels. Then we
nhnuld Lave a “"Manhattan Transfer”

for frelght only; it would be a point of
urt.ln. and 1ramfc|- for the frﬂtht of |

efforts |
have bean largely at cross purposes

This wonld

all rallroad lines. Goods consigied 1y
New York would go to New Yaork via
the tunnel and goods conemlgned olse.
where would gon to destination by (e
most direct route. Likelihood of con
gestion at ths port would be reducsn
to & minimum; the carrying cupucity
of rallroads would be automatically
increased without any corresponding
increase In  equipment, and the
chances of transportation paralssis
like that resulting In the recent fye
famina would ba materinlly lessened
It is a perfectly feasibls solution,
burinessllke and practicable,

No better time could be chosen 1o
effectunte these improvements than
now, when the Federal Government
has taken over control of all rallroads
and the joint port commission haa ona
raliroad unit to nagotiate with insteaq
:o! eight. Heretofore, with elght rail.
road systems passing through New
|Jerlly into New York and the natura)

and legal obatacles attending any
pooling of Interests puch as would he
required in order to have frelght con.
verged at a common desatination, tha
task would have been far more dim.
cult,

TU'nder some conditions lawa aimed s
{ prevent monopoly and unsafe combina.
luo:w of business interests are wise nnd
necessary; under others they ny ar
{to foster much duplicatlon of effort
wiste and lack of system in the name
of open competition, At any rate (e
present opportunity to moderate un-
bridied competition and moblllza our
transportation lines into a commercti!
forca of maximum power Is time)
Neglecting to grasp it wa fall in our
duty

War was not in mind at the time
that New York and New Jersey formed
thelr partnership in the Interests of
the port. Ite coming has served to
emphasise the importance of ths un.
dertaking. 1If increased commercial
prestige and greater economy in
freight transportation made additiona!
port facilities desirable In times o
peace, the abnormal demand upon our
transportation lines anwu other trafMo
arteries for the speedy movement ol
men, food and fuel has made them »
positive necessity in time of war
| Caunses of congestion must be removed
|at once, Industry and commerce mus!
| be speeded up to maximum. Our war
must be & 100 per oent, war in buai-
ness activities at home as well an In
military activities in flelds afar. Ohvi.
ously the port of New York, the great
| eat national factor of ita kind, provides
]. fertile field for operations,
| Undoubtedly the Federal authorities
shared this view when they constilute!
|the New York-New Jersey Tort and
| Harbor Development Commiasion, o
| gether with certain other officials. the
War Board of the Port of New Yor
and provided that Federal funds !
prosecute the wuar through Improve
ments in and about the port shoull
be expended through this board It
cent events, in fact, have shown tlu*
the joint action of New York and
New Jersey |n respect to the nutinna
value of capitalizing the great port
| ausety was Indeed almost prophets
| Through it as the national gateway
we march not ‘only to the zenith of
our fighting power In time of war
but also to the pinnacle of commer-
clal and industrial success in times o*
peace.

THAT COIICAL BROWN.

Also Harrington, Wllnn Volea Was
His Fortume In the Old Days.
To iz Epiron or TiE SUN—SIr; As
Mr. Howe says, ¥ank White's farm
was in Felcliville and not Fitchville, as
it sppeared. Felchville in entitled to
thia correction aa 1ank was probably

its most celebrated farm product and the

ons that sold the best,

And now comes Comical Brown, whose
memory has been rescued from oblivion |
by Mr, Blood! 1 remembsr him well

He was not & minstrel but a monologist, |
1 recall the posters announcing his com- i

Ing which were tacked on the door of

the Town Hall and on the big elm trees)

that lined the sidewalke, bearing in
large black type the captlon, “That
Comical Brown," with the acoent on
“That.* This was to convey ths Im-
preasion that he was the only funny
member of & womewhal numerous
family,

Hia show consisted in talking for an |

hour and & half and during that period
the audience was nupposed to laugh
The situation was analogous to the case
of the hyena In the animal show. The
manager, In illustrating his pointa to the
audience, referred Incilentally to his
demoniacal laugh In the lonesome desert,
ecloping with the remark: “And what
in —— he fAnds to laugh at theie. 1o
one knows.'

Brown got ajong well enoush at the
rate of one town a hight a [ prus
dential reamons avolded Jarge centres
Lot mo resurerect the shade of ons more
of thore almost forgotten entertulners

to complete the triumyirate T mean
Harrington, the ventriloguist. e was
unaccompanied by the modern stage
dressing  a:nd  those wrtistionlly con-
structed manikins that =upply 8o much
to the Imagination: nor did he need
these artificlal alds.

From hisn cavernoun interior would

Inssue notes and tones with aa little ex- |

ertion am thoss from hisx larynx, His
lipa were motionless, as he would throw
his volea to the most northenst rafters
of the old Town ITall oar into the collur
depths. e also dabbled (i 1 werdamain
while his ventiriloquial functions were
resting.

Harrington, too, deserves n gratefyl
remembrance fram tha hova of him time,
for whom entertalnments lllie his were
all too few during those snowbound New
England winters

Gronor 7.

YuSkenr, February 7

ALDRICH,

Nelt-Restralnt for Smokers,

To THE Epiton oF Tue SUN—S§ir, To-
bacco mmokern are expected not to
amoke in homes, wailing rooms and sim.
llar places because their tobacro smoke
is more or less disagresabla ta many
pereonn and bacause thelr custom s not
essential to any lady's well helng,

Hince the mame obllgation naturally
holda in all other places, hoth public and
semil-public, 1 suggest that all smokers
begin to show themselves disposed to
conmder non-smokers hy refralning from
this questionable pleasurs while not in
the open alr,

What do the smolers think abeut jr7

H. ™ Peeny,

Tirusvinee, N T, February &

| tiona are limited to fool trave!lors ¢

.H'IGH BR!DGE

Sentimental and Utllitarian Views of
the O0ld Structore,

To Tue Eniton oF THe Bus—sw. The
suggention that High Bridge he pemoies
to maks the Harlem Tiver navigalis
for barges will not find favor with those
who for sentiinental reasons woull s
to have the old structure retdl
There 1a a cortaln churm about the o
bridee which influenoers those who =
i, It b# o fact that the more one oot
lin contaect with Iligh Bridge the moe
lone loves |t

The attraction about High Brides ©av
be i's age. It !5 one of the oldos
not the oldest, of New Yori'a hridge
Cook's “History of the Bronx
“The oldest bridge mcross tha Harem
‘toeday is the famous High Bridge, w
was completed In 184% It is an e
jeellent example of mamonry ar’ ¢
|wiruction and Is one of the sights of '
neighiborhod.”

But if sentimental reasons are

apide, there is no good reason who 112

Bridge should be retalned, past
|when It Interferes with the pror
widening of the Harlem. It wmas !

to carry the old Croton Aquedyet ot
ilhﬂ river and prahably worves that |
poss to-day., But what ls there (nt*
nf sinking these plpm tow )

| were done, then High Bridge {4
demolished  without  seriously
venlencing anybody, becatnn o e

! mummer there '8 not much traft
|'bridge. There im no heave tea?
| tourse, at any time, as the ac-

| Whatever trafMie there v or
'Bridgo could b well tiken '

| Washington Hridge, a fow tin iy
north, The latter (m up to date ¢
way, with a large roadw.s

traMe and sldewulks on eltlie-
pedestrians. 1*ia

NEW York, Pebruary 7

{ Lew Dockstader Traced Back 1ot
two Yenrs.

To 7112 HpiTor or Tiur S »
Dockatader (then Lew apr
member of Whitmore and 'y
i Etreln in 1576, He was pne of ¢
and dance team of Muack an! ¢!

An inaslde end man, MHani "
George M. Clark being the i

I was barn in Windsne o0
mont, a few miles fron IKolols
Was & personul foiepd of B .
White and George M

If Charlie Clurk or Ty, tie
| Huntlsy, who were frrme:
| ngents of the Wit wors nel
atrele, or B Preacnlt Ty
the husiness manager, v #
they could furnish pome good o

In my barnstarming days ws
vance agent of crossroads o
quently toured over the
ermed by Whitmore anid
strels and T often came in
hobnobbed with the mombors
organization.  Nesiden Leow 10
thern were (dentifted with the LU
different thice such weli kayon
era ux Charles A Mason
Hennesnsey brothers, 1d M)
way and Mack, O A Wit
Maynard, ©© 1 OHrien
nings, Edd!s Lincoln aud A

.
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